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gratulate him on being sworn of His Majesty's Most Honour-
able Privy Council, the highest honour to which most men
can aspire.

The Government of Bengal, under whom I served, also gave
me a most handsome send-off in the shape of a special resolu-
tion, published in the Government Gazette, and recognising
my services in the Civil Department.   During the many years
I had been head of the Agency my efforts in bringing the
Department to a high state of discipline and efficiency had
been   constantly acknowledged, and  I had been   informed
recently that I had rendered " signal service " to the revenues
by suggesting and carrying through what was   called the
Malwa Opium Scheme, and by which the Government profited
largely.   The value of the compliment in the Gazette was
much enhanced by its coming from a Governor who was recog-
nised as one of the ablest, but at the same time one of the
strictest, that the Province had ever known.    I had served
in the Central Provinces with Sir Charles Elliott, who was
some few years my senior, and who was recognised as one
of the ablest of Temple's lieutenants.   From thence he had
been carried off, like Sir Alfred Lyall, to fill several high
appointments in various parts of India, and it was now my
good fortune to serve with him once more.    All who knew
his strength, independence, and justice knew that recognition
from him was of real value.   One of my great pleasures since
I left India has been often to see this distinguished man and
staunchest of friends; and besides seeing them in London, my
wife and I have had the great pleasure of welcoming Sir
Charles and Lady Elliott at Schloss Wildeck and at Rouge-
mont, and I am glad to be able to boast of him as one of my
intimate friends.   I may truthfully say, with great gratitude
and thankfulness, that it has been my good fortune to retain
as intimate friends all the very best men of my day in India
with whom I have at various times served.

We left Bombay on the 25th February 1894, having
journeyed there by way of the Punjab and Sindh. My wife
had desired^ before leaving India, to visit the grave of her